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CARNEROS

Michael Terrien

Winemaker, Acacia

Chardonnay is making its last stand this week and will continue to come in quite sweet but with higher acidity than usual. The Chardonnay berry flavors have been exquisite. Merlot is coming in too, and with moderated temperatures of late, perhaps a little more hang time can be eked out for some vines. There are occasional horror stories of crashed vines losing more than half their weight due to the extended hot dry spell.



ATLAS PEAK DISTRICT

Gerry Moffit

Winemaker, Ardente Winery

Slowly things are starting to happen here on Atlas Peak. More and more trucks bearing the weight of fruit depart for locations around the valley. Most vineyards report sugars reaching harvest levels, with flavors still developing nicely. The harvest is slowing coming to an end in most areas, but here at 500 meters we are still three weeks away.



MOUNT VEEDER DISTRICT

Brian Nuss

Winemaker, Vinoce

Harvest has started for us in our lower vineyard (1,550 feet). We picked five tons of Cabernet Sauvignon on Tuesday. We will take a break on Wednesday and on Thursday continue with Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon. Over at Lagier Meredith they have picked two-thirds of their Syrah, and on Wednesday they should be finished with the harvest. LM says their yields are down 25 percent but they are excited about the quality. Harvest for them started two weeks ahead of normal. The upper elevations are still at least two weeks out.



OAK KNOLL DISTRICT

Tim Callahan

Winemaker, Koves-Newlan

We are barreling down our Pinot Noir and Chardonnay trying to make space for our Cabernet Sauvignon that will start coming in next week, earlier than usual but on pace for this weather. Chris Corley of Monticello Vineyards is very happy with his fruit so far. He expects to have all of the estate grapes picked by the end of the week.



WILD HORSE DISTRICT

David Mahaffey

Winemaker, Heron Lake

With the completion of our Chardonnay harvest Monday (and the fruit off to Newton) we have completed harvest in the founding vineyard in Wild Horse Valley. The Pinot Noir has ripped through fermentation and will be pressed tomorrow. It has excellent color and structure. Dry and in the barrel a week before we generally pick, is this the first noticeable global warming vintage?



STAGS LEAP DISTRICT

Douglas Fletcher

Director of Winemaking, Terlato Wine Group

Last week was a busy one, taking in fruit of all different flavors: Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot. The weather people promised us that this week we would see a more normal pattern, namely cool foggy mornings and moderate, sunny afternoons. We haven't seen the fog but thankfully it hasn't been hot. This has allowed the fruit more "hang" time, that Holy Grail of increased ripe flavors without high sugar.



YOUNTVILLE

Mitch Cosentino

Winemaker, Cosentino Winery

Harvest is at full speed and it's reached panic stage. Nearly everything is ripe or nearly so. Everyone is trying to roll over their fermenters and get new wine into barrels. Merlot is finishing up this week. About half of the Cabernets will be harvested by week's end. At this rate, Yountville will be finished before the end of the month. Yields remain off around 20-30 percent.



OAKVILLE DISTRICT

Pat Garvey

Vineyard Manager, Flora Springs

We got a few days reprieve from the warm temperatures, which allowed us to return to normal daylight harvesting. Merlots, Cabernet Sauvignons, Zinfandels and Malbecs are being picked and delivered to Flora Springs, Rocking Horse Winery, Corison, Round Hill, D-Cubed Cellars, Chalone and Soquel Winery. All varieties are within a week or two of being picked. We still may be on schedule to complete our total harvest by the end of September, which has not happened in 27 harvests I have been involved.



CHILES VALLEY DISTRICT

Volker Eisele

Volker Eisele Family Estate

Predictably after the continued warm weather harvest us speeding up. Zinfandel in particular is being brought in with outstanding results: good sugars, excellent maturity, and a fine level of acidity. It could be a banner year for this variety. Equally fine are the lots of Merlot that have been picked. Cabernet Sauvignon is not far behind.



RUTHERFORD DISTRICT

Bob Masyczek & Jeffrey Stambor

Winemakers, Beaulieu

The cooling weather that was predicted for last week didn't materialize to the extent that we had all hoped. Maturity and flavor development are catching up to sugar accumulation and so the game is on. Most of the Merlot has been picked and the vines held up well under the stress of the past few weeks. The Cabernet harvest will be in high gear by the end of the week. Another cooling trend is predicted for the end of the week, and if it happens, this will be a welcome relief.



ST. HELENA

Hal Huffsmith

Vice President, Vineyard Operations, Trinchero

Trinchero will finish picking in the St. Helena appellation this week. Cabernet Sauvignon was picked at the Lewelling and Main Street vineyards last week; Cabernet Franc was scheduled to be picked Wednesday from a valley floorblock behind the winery. The warm weather definitely hastened ripening. All fruit was fully mature -- although this isn't generally a problem in St. Helena. The vintage reminds me of 1999 -- another warm vintage when we had to scramble to get everything in when we wanted. We monitored the fruit closely and we able to respond immediately as soon as the Brix got to where I wanted it. Nothing stayed on the vines past that ideal point.



SPRING MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Charles Smith

Winemaker, Smith-Madrone

Cooler weather on Spring Mountain has led to a general slowing down of tempo, but with a few exceptions, most notably Spring Mountain Winery and Schweiger and Cain, which are going full-bore. Philip Togni has just begun with a little early Cabernet, while many others are still watching and waiting on the bulk of their own Cabernet. Surprisingly, there is a substantial amount of Merlot still on the vine. Reports are of adequate crop levels, but with a definite tendency toward the light side. Optimism for a quality vintage remains high.



HOWELL MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Pat Stotesbery

Ladera Winery

The heat has caused most people to begin picking. Some Cabernet has come off most ranches, lots off a few. Oddly enough, there is still Merlot around that has not been picked and may not be for a while. The heat spell was not devastating and has not caused a general panic to pick. With somewhat cooler weather now and ahead, things should slow down as we near the end of the week. Too soon to talk about percentages that are complete.



DIAMOND MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Fred Constant

Constant-Diamond

While our downstairs neighbors are in the midst of harvest, here at the top of Diamond Mountain we have not yet begun. Of course, we are used to longer hang times as a general rule but are looking forward to harvesting in the next week or two. Yields are down quite a bit from last year. The flavors are good ... real good.



CALISTOGA DISTRICT

Paul Smith

OnThEdge Winery

The slightly cooler weather is welcome. However, it's not expected to relieve the pressure on tight tank space or picking schedules. Some dehydration is evident on most remaining varieties. Gotta run, so no time to quip or even to check the Anxiet-O-Meter today, though I thought I smelled something burning earlier this morning
