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Reaching out to the family and friends of USS PREBLE (DDG 88)

The Captain’s Corner

CDR Michael J. Slotsky

Commanding Officer


Now that we’re sailing into our second month of deployment, it’s appropriate that I touch base with you, the family and friends of the crew of USS PREBLE.  I frequently have the chance to communicate with your friends and relatives who serve onboard, and I want to take this opportunity to let you know what we’ve been doing, the tremendous opportunities we’ve had, and also to thank you for your continuous support.  We think of you every day.


Since we said our goodbyes in San Diego, we’ve had the opportunity to make port visits in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; the island of Pago Pago in American Samoa, the Kingdom of Tonga, and most recently Darwin, Australia.  While our time in Pearl Harbor and Pago Pago was relatively short, our visits in Tonga and Darwin were outstanding – as you’ve probably already heard!

While in Tonga, we had a once in a lifetime experience visiting this remote Southern Pacific nation with ties to the U.S. dating back to World War II.  Our mission in Tonga was to show United States support during the Tongan King’s birthday celebration, which coincides with our Independence Day.  We had a great time interacting with the Tongan people, attending official festivities, surfing, and relaxing with shipmates.  

From Tonga, we made our way across the Great Barrier Reef, celebrated crossing the Equator with the time-honored Shellback ceremony, and stopped in the port of Darwin, Australia.  Darwin proved to be a great time for the crew to complete necessary shipboard maintenance and to experience the “no worries” Aussie lifestyle.  Many crewmembers went on tours of the countryside, viewing wildlife and scenery like nowhere else on earth.  It was a truly successful port visit; the crew had a great time, and we were able to make PREBLE even more ready for our future missions.

Leaving the “Land Down Under” behind, we’re now headed to do great things for our Navy and Nation.  Again, I extend my most sincere thanks to you for your support.  I know that deployment isn’t easy, especially for the friends and families that we leave behind.  However, please know that your continued cheering from the sidelines makes us an even better team!  We care about you, we’re thinking about you, and I ask that you continue to keep in touch with us as we defend democracy around the world!

The CMC’s Corner:  Welcome PREBLE Family & Friends!

CMDCM(SS) Rick West

Command Master Chief
Aloha!  I’m Master Chief Rick West and have just reported from Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  I am honored and privileged to be the Command Master Chief of USS PREBLE and to work with her crew, families, and friends.  Moreover, I’m proud to be a part of this crew as we deploy in support of the Global War on Terrorism. From my experience, I can assure you that the key to a successful deployment is communication among the Command triad (CO, XO, CMC), the crew, and the families.  USS PREBLE's chain of command is completely committed to ensuring the crew and families are aware of the many resources available in today's Navy, and we will assist you in taking full advantage of those opportunities.

The following three websites are great starting points; I recommend you take a minute to log on and absorb the vast resources and readily available information.  First, check out Navy One Source at www.navyonesource.com, or you can call 1-800-540-4123.  This is the Navy’s one stop shopping for support services.  The website is continually updated, and consultants are available via email or phone 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.   Another outstanding source of information is the Life Lines Services Network, available at www.lifelines.navy.mil.   The final CMC top 3 Navy website is Navy Knowledge Online, found at www.nko.navy.mil.  This site has a tremendous amount of great data regarding your Sailor’s career and Navy information.

Furthermore, the PREBLE chain of command is dedicated to the idea that PREBLE is a family, a team. That team includes not only the crew, but their families and friends as well. We depend on you to help support our crew, and I want you to know that you can count on us to support you.  We are a TEAM!  Duke University’s basketball coach Michael “Coach K” Krzyzewski often measures his team’s success by the five-point play—which they symbolize with a fist.  There are five fundamental points that help make a team great:  Communication, Trust, Collective Responsibility, Caring and Pride.  Each is thought of as a separate finger of THE FIST.  Any one individually is important.  But all of them together are formidable.  If we all apply these processes, we will be successful. 

The other two great assets in the PREBLE support arsenal are Mrs. Stacy Besserud, PREBLE’s Ombudsman, and her assistant Mrs. Keziah Sanchez.  During my short time onboard, I have been very impressed with their planning and foresight in “taking care of PREBLE business and families.” We are fortunate to have two very professional and hard working Ombudsmen; use them as a resource and keep them informed of any situation that may affect you and your Sailor. The Ombudsman plays a critical role as liaison between the families and the chain of command. It is the Ombudsman who takes input (requests for assistance, suggestions, etc) from the families, and brings them to the chain of command for action or referral. 

Additionally, the Family Support Group is vital in helping meet the social needs of command families by providing camaraderie, companionship, and a source for up-to-date information. By providing these services, the Family Support Group serves as a forum to relieve stress and loneliness during separations. An active Family Support Group enhances crew morale, because Sailors know their families have a strong support network in their absence.  I encourage you to attend the Family Support Group meetings when you are notified they are being held.   In closing, do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. We are here to assist you, and look forward to doing so.  I look forward to serving you as your Command Master Chief onboard the best Destroyer in the Navy.  PROUD TO BE PREBLE!  HOO YA!
News From The Crew

Main Propulsion Division – Keeping PREBLE Moving!
Main Propulsion division worked very hard prior to PREBLE's departure from San Diego, putting in many long hours to make sure that our engines were ready to take us wherever ordered and needed.  Since San Diego, we have visited Hawaii, Pago Pago, and Tonga.  All of us within MP have enjoyed each of our port visits, making many memories with friends and locals alike.  We visited Waikiki while in Hawaii, did a great job of bringing on fuel in Pago Pago, and some of us had the great opportunity to attend the King's Birthday celebration in Tonga.  

As fun as all of this has been, we are sad to be saying goodbye to two shipmates, GSM2(SW) Luis Crespo and  GSEFN Aimie Bollman.  We wish both of you fair winds and following seas and good luck at your next command. We will keep you in our hearts and minds.  Finally, we are looking forward to contributing to Operation Enduring Freedom, supporting our nations global war on terrorism and protecting our loved ones at home.  

Uniting Through Reading
Even though we’re now deployed, PREBLE has a great way to stay connected with friends, family, and loved ones through reading.  It's through the Uniting Through Reading (UTR) Program!  It's simple.  Facilities are set up onboard PREBLE for anyone in the crew to read a children's book into a video camera and then send it to your kids, nieces, nephews, grandchildren or friends back home.  We’ve currently completed over 25 successful tapings, and hope to exceed 200 by the end of deployment.  Please remember this excellent way for us to stay connected when we're away. For more information, please contact ET1(SW) Jonathan Nelson at nelsonj@preble.navy.mil or LTJG Ben Baran at pao@preble.navy.mil.  More information about the program can be found on the Uniting Through Reading website at www.read2kids.org.
Electrical Division – The Small But Mighty Sparks!


Deployment preparations and the ongoing challenges of maintaining PREBLE’s electrical readiness have kept E Division extremely busy.  With the transfer of our shipmate EM2 (SW) Jessica Sommerville shortly before deployment, E Division is now a compact seven Sailor team.  We’ve gotten by, though, with a few ounces of inspiration and a few thousand ounces of perspiration!


While underway, all of the Sparks have been working diligently on qualifications.  Congratulations to EM2 (SW) Chad Heffner and EM3 Soulasack Phommachanh for recently qualifying as Electric Plant Control Console operators, and to EMC (SW) Paul Schacht for his recent Engineering Officer of the Watch qualification!  Expect to hear about more achievements from the outstanding performers of this division in the near future!  

Hawaii and Tonga were both good opportunities for the division to relax and experience new cultures.  Many of us left Tonga with various woodcrafts and souvenirs, but all of us left these ports with a renewed fighting spirit.  As EM2 Dash Menkin frequently exclaims, “Go E Division!”  

HSL 43: PREBLE’s Fearless Air Department! 

The Pale Riders are the first HSL Detachment to embark onboard PREBLE. Comprised of two SH-60B helicopters, nine pilots and aircrew, and seventeen aircraft maintainers, the detachment is now onboard for PREBLE’s maiden Western Pacific Deployment. The aft Taebo Studio and exercise room (as PREBLE’s dual helicopter hangars were once used) are now filled with two helicopters, toolboxes, and an alphabet soup of aviation rates. Green flight suits and Enlisted Air Warfare Specialist pins are a common sight on PREBLE as the Pale Riders are now known as the PREBLE Air Department.

Detachment THREE’s parent squadron is Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light FOUR THREE, based at NAS North Island. The World Famous Battle Cats are under the command of CDR J.T Cox. Upon the conclusion of the deployment the Pale Riders will return to the command of HSL 43, but for now the Pale Riders are onboard to supplement and enhance PREBLE’s mission capability. 

The Pale Riders’ Air Department Head is LCDR Chris Sledge, a veteran of two previous HSL detachments and a deployment onboard USS BONHOMME RICHARD. With over 2000 hours in the SH-60B helicopter and a tour ashore training Naval Aviators to fly the SH-60B, LCDR Sledge’s experience has made the Pale Riders’ seamless integration with the ship a success. Concerning the previous few months of workups and the transit, LCDR Sledge had the following to say, “Workups allowed us to hone our skills. After workups the ship had a better idea of our capability to locate, engage and destroy surface combatants and submarines. Now I am confident in our ability to tactically employ the helo in concert with the PREBLE.” 
While this deployment is the first for many onboard PREBLE, no one is newer to the small boy world of DDGs than AMCS Nathan Hernandez. As the Pale Riders’ Leading Chief Petty Officer, this will be AMCS’ first deployment not on an aircraft carrier. He likes to tell stories about cavernous hangar bays and gyms the size of amusement parks, but is secretly enjoying the short liberty lines and smaller ports that DDGs get to visit. When was the last time the aircraft carrier NIMITZ visited Tonga?    DDGs: 1      CVNs: 0 


The transition to shipboard life for the Air Department is complete as we now transit to our next port of call.  In Tonga, pilots and surface warriors led the charge to the beach for some excellent surfing.  On the 4th of July, the Air Department shared in the festivities aboard PREBLE and ashore. Just one month into deployment, PREBLE and the Pale Riders have mastered working hard and playing together. We all look forward to the great things we will accomplish together in the coming months. 

Operations Department
During the first weeks on deployment, the Operations Department has accomplished many tasks and drills preparing itself for Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Under the leadership of the Operations Officer, LT Duane Lambert, the department continues to train for success while squeezing in a bit of fun.  

As you all know, 
PREBLE was in port Pearl Harbor, Hawaii May 23rd to the 25th for a short, but exciting visit.  Many crewmembers took pleasure in the breathtaking white sandy beaches, the impressive surf and inviting friendly atmosphere of the local people. From snorkeling at Hanama Bay to enjoying the delicious local foods, Sailors were able to relax and take in the “aloha spirit.”  

From there, we set sail for the Kingdom of Tonga to partake in King Taufa`ahau Tupou IV’s eighty-sixth birthday.  Anchoring on July 3rd and staying till the morning of the 6th, the crew was able to explore this small island in the South Pacific.  Around a dozen Sailors from the department took part in the Heilala Festival, a celebration of the King’s birthday.  Many departed Tonga with authentic wooden statues and intricately etched swordfish bills.  

On July 10, Sailors who had crossed the equator for the first time, known affectionately as Pollywogs, were able to participate in the time honored tradition of Crossing the Line.  With LT Lambert leading the way, all the slimy Pollywogs were challenged with getting through each “station” in order to reach King Neptunus Rex and Davy Jones.  The stations included damage control, line handling and “rowing” a small boat placed on the foc’sle.  Once the Wogs reached the Court of King Neptunus Rex, the charges were stated and the verdicts decided.  Could the Wogs be called Shellbacks or would they have to go back to the beginning?  Many were pushed back to previous stations along the way, but all who participated succeeded in gaining King Neptunus Rex’s and Davy Jones’ favor and now can call themselves honorable Shellbacks.  All who participated in the event had a blast singing, exercising, and reverting back to childhood games.  When it was all over, the crew quenched their appetites with a steel beach picnic that included hamburgers, chicken and ribs.  Stomachs filled, old and new Shellbacks alike had a fun filled day.

Operations Department has kept itself busy with training, but has not forgotten our loved ones back home.  The following section is our “shout out” section where Sailors from the department have special messages for those back home.

BM3 Spagnolo would like to say to his parents, “Miss and love you both very much.  I will be home safe and sound soon.”

SN Klups says “Mom and Ray I love and miss you guys!”

OS1 Feroni wants to tell his wife “Happy 7th Anniversary!  I love you very much.”

SN Hill says, “Congratulations to my sister and Mike on their new baby, Madison.  Also, I want to say hello and I miss you to my nephews, Austin and Dakota, and to my niece, Selena.”

SN Youngblood wants to tell his girlfriend, “Baby doll, I love you with all my heart and I miss you so much.  Baby , I can’t wait to see you again!  Baby doll, I’m so lonely without you and you mean the world to me!  Love you, hugs and kisses, Josh.”

SN Youngblood would also like to say to his family, “I love you with all my heart and I miss you all.  I’m doing good just kinda home sick!  But I hope things are well in Georgia.  I know you all are doing big things in Georgia.  Well once again love you all and see you all soon.  Keep me and the Preble in you alls prayers.  Love you, your son, Josh.”

IT2 Willis would like to say the following:

To my mom, “I love you and am thinking of you.  Stay strong!”

To Aunt Gina, “I’m so proud of you, take care of the Jeep.”

To Katie, “Wish you were here with me.  One Day!”

To Cory, “Happy Birthday!  You old man!”

To Aunt Helen, “I miss you and hope things are good.”

OS2 Rosales sends,  "I would like to congratulate my sister Sandy for getting her drivers license. I love you mom and dad. Hugs to my brother and my sister in law Katie. Hugs and kisses to my cousins and my Tia and my Tio. Thank you all for helping take care of Jonathan. To my son, again, Happy 1st Birthday, I love you and miss you, mommy will be home soon."

Combat Systems Department

CE Division has gotten off to a good start since leaving San Diego with many new things being implemented to great success.  First, welcome to our new Electronics Maintenance Officer (EMO), LTJG Mike Johnson from USS SHILOH.  Also, LTJG Flores came to CE as the new division officer in June after attending Surface Warfare Officer School in Newport, RI.  Next, IC2 Painter has worked diligently to create “Warrior Vision”, a 24-hour shipboard channel featuring pictures of the crew and other useful information.  The response from the crew has been great, and the division has been really supportive assisting him in creating the presentations shown on the channel.  Additionally, ET1 (SW) Nelson is running the United Through Reading program – see the article on page 2 for more details!

It has not been all work and no play for CE as we enjoyed many great sites and experiences during our two port visits.  In Hawaii, we viewed historical monuments, including the Arizona Memorial and the Battleship Missouri, as well as lesser-known attractions such as the “Blowhole” and the “Stairway to Heaven”.  In Tonga, ETC (SW/AW) Fore, ET2 (SW) Reed, IC2 Painter and ET2 Herring represented CE division in the King’s birthday parade. Since leaving Tonga, we had 9 “Wogs” participate in the Crossing the Line Ceremony to become “Honorable Shellbacks”.  The night before the ceremony, ET1(SW) Nelson, ET2(SW) Reed, ET2 Robson, ET2 Herring, and ET3 Hecker performed a skit at the Wog talent show.   Although they didn’t capture the prize, they received praise for their efforts, and all CE division members can now proudly say, “We are all Honorable Shellbacks!”

CF division continues to do well since leaving San Diego.  We have picked up two new team members.  First, we would like to welcome Chief Petty Officer Joel Solow.  He has come to us from USS HOPPER to help us manage CF division, and he brings with him a wealth of experience and knowledge.  Additionally, we would like to welcome our new division officer Ensign Scott McBride, who joined us during our short port visit in Pearl Harbor.  CF division has been working hard training and maintaining our equipment and is excited to see what the future holds.  


We have enjoyed our port visits in Hawaii and Tonga.  Some of CF division spent the 4th of July ashore on a small resort island just off the main Tongan Island.  We enjoyed relaxing and taking it easy in this remote area of the Pacific, while those on duty enjoyed a steel beach picnic back onboard the ship.  CF division also had 11 people participate in the crossing the line ceremony, thus becoming “Honorable Shellbacks.” These new Shellbacks include LTjg Penrod, ENS McBride, FC3 Bjorkman, FC3 Correa, FC2 Dragoo, FC3 Castillo, FC3 Cruz, FC3 Hannah, FC3 Olig, FC3 Prosk, FC3 Sheppard.  It was a good ceremony, enjoyed by the Wogs and honorable Shellbacks alike.  CF division would also like to say hi to our friends and family back home and wish them well!  

The Weapons Department Warriors


We've been underway for around a month now, and the Weapons Department is locked, loaded, and ready to fire.  Leaving our loved ones on the morning of 17 June was a first for many, but no less difficult for those who've done it time and time again.  But, as the lines were taken in, and as we manned the rails of the After Missile Deck, we looked on our Battle Ensign with Honor, Courage, and Commitment as "Anchor's Aweigh" sent us off on a journey most have never traveled before.  It was at this precise moment the old Navy recruiting words "It's not a job; it's an adventure" really struck true to the core of each and every one of us.

In our first 7 days, as we transited farther West than PREBLE had ever been before, Weapons Department kept very busy. WA Division, led by LTJG Reid McCoy and run by STGC Joseph Stewart and STG1 David Stivers, was able to conduct active sonar operations to sharpen their Anti-Submarine Warfare skills, as well as get the rest of the ship involved.  We experimented with a brand new enemy torpedo evasion maneuver that required excellent ship handling skills, and had as much fun as if we were pulling "kiddies" in a parking lot. The Gunner's Mates and Fire Controlmen, GM1 Eric Besserud, GM1 Ricky Atkins, FC1 Brian Rulifson, and FC2 Martin Habeck ensured that over 150 crewmembers were qualified in small arms, and GM2 Armando Lizarraga personally accounted for every bullet fired--he has yet to miscount!  This training is essential to ensuring our safety as we head into dangerous waters where not everyone is a friend of the United States. 

We briefly stopped in Hawaii for maintenance and upkeep, and the Weapons Department was again hard at work!  ENS Alyson Miller's WG Division worked very quickly and efficiently to fix the 5" Gun's Optical Sight camera system, as well as repairing the ammunition feeder chute for the MK 38 25MM Machine gun.  All hands enjoyed some leisure time on the warm beaches of Waikiki watching the sunset at Duke's Bar & Grill and other local watering holes.

Our stay in Hawaii was cut short to head to the island Kingdom of Tonga to celebrate the King's 86th Birthday. Our first three days out, the Tomahawk Missile Strike Team spent 48 hours straight planning and executing over 100 training Tomahawk missions in preparation for possible future action. En route, many Weapon's Dept personnel were busy working on their professional development.  FC1 Emmanual Edu, GM2 Patrick Ryan, and STG2 Danny O'Rourke all earned their Enlisted Surface Warfare Pins, and TM1 Tracey Lynch and GM1 Daniel Davis re-qualified on PREBLE's specific systems.  Additionally, WS's Division Officer ENS Joshua Lindsay conquered a career milestone by earning the coveted Surface Warfare Officer designation; he is now eligible for selection for Command at Sea!

In Tonga we were able to enjoy the 4th of July Holiday without many maintenance issues; most everyone enjoyed purchasing wooden carvings of Tonga's ancient Gods of Love and Peace, as well as observing the King's Birthday Parade!  It was a sleepy island, but the relaxing 4th of July BBQ on a nearby resort island was just the thing everyone needed!

We left Tonga relaxed, and ready to continue our journey.  As we crossed the Equator, nearly 90% of the Department washed their "landlubber slime" off as they attempted to appease Davy Jones and pay tribute to King Neptune.  STGSN Colee Hill, STG2 Kristen Hill, GM3 Rachel Curci, FC3 Karen Harper and ENS Aly Miller each did a rendition of their respective weapon of choice superbly, and they were all blessed as Shellbacks by the Royal Court! A grand time was had by all in celebrating this tradition that dates back as far as the Middle Ages.

The long days between ports have also been filled with training, training and more training. The Small Craft Action Teams, led by STGC Joe Stewart and GMC Joe Langone, received considerably training, shooting over 10,000 rounds of ammunition on crew-served weapons such as the M60E3 machine gun, the HBM2 Browning .50 caliber machine gun, and the Granddaddy of them all--the MK 38 25MM Machine gun.  While powerful enough to daunt many a man, Weapon's women like FC3 Chelsea Mandeville, STG2 Mary Edwards, and GM3 Lisa Gordon have grabbed the rifle by the butt and fired away!   The Weapon's Warriors are Ready!!

Supply Department – The Backbone of the Ship! 

The Supply Department has set high standards onboard since the beginning of deployment. The crew has been very pleased with our quality meals, clean laundry, and other quality of life services. S-2, the Culinary Specialist division, has done an outstanding job with the meals onboard thus far, offering T-Bone steaks, fried shrimp, short ribs, rib-eye steaks, and more.  Furthermore, our ice cream socials, popcorn, movie nights, and steel beach picnics have kept our shipmates happy. The SH’s have also done an excellent job in maintaining high standards by providing clean laundry and fresh linen daily. The ship’s store and barbershop hours have been adjusted to suit to the watch rotation hours in order to offer every Sailor a chance to get snacks and a decent haircut!  Our vending machines are also a big hit with the crew.

Another supply division demonstrating an outstanding performance early is the Store Keeper’s division. Each division on board the ship depends on the SK’s for numerous parts and supplies. From staples to cleaning supplies and paint, the SK’s maintain a daily inventory to supply the crew’s needs. The Disbursing Clerks have worked very hard at maintaining the crew’s finances through the ship’s ATM, allotments, providing change for the ship’s store, and most importantly making sure we get paid. The DK’s also allow Sailors to cash checks onboard. 

Supply Department as a whole is the backbone of the ship. Quality customer service is essential to the morale of the crew during deployment. The standards have been set, and the consistency will carry on!
Resources Just For You! 

Navy One Source: One stop shopping for support services!

Online: 
www.navyonesource.com 

Phone: 
1-800-540-4123  

Life Lines Services Network

Online: 
www.lifelines.navy.mil.   

Navy Knowledge Online
 Online: 
www.nko.navy.mil
PREBLE Support – Points of Contact

Mrs. Stacy Besserud, Ombudsman


Mrs. Keziah Sanchez, Assistant Ombudsman

Cell Phone: 858-449-6534 

Care Line:   1-866-PREBLE8

Online:http://ddg88-jrombuds.tripod.com 


Command  Master Chief Rick West


Email: 
cmc@preble.navy.mil

Public Affairs Officer / Newsletter Editor


LTJG Ben Baran


Email:
pao@preble.navy.mil
Official USS PREBLE (DDG 88) Website


Online: www.preble.navy.mil
Family Support News

Ombudsman Greetings!

Dear PREBLE Families,

I hope that the deployment is treating you well thus far.  For those of you who do not know me, my name is Stacy Besserud, and I am the appointed Command Ombudsman.  The Command Ombudsman is a direct link between the command and its families. We often find ourselves in need of someone to talk to that understands our questions and concerns. As your Ombudsman, I am that understanding individual. Please know that I uphold the Ombudsman Code of Ethics, which includes confidentiality when you speak with me. The only issues that I am required to report are potential suicides, suspected and established child or spouse abuse cases, drug or alcohol abuse, potential homicide, violence, and life endangering situations. Confidentiality is of the utmost importance to me.

As Ombudsman, I am a referral agent who serves as your direct resource to knowledge.  I maintain current resource files with information on military and civilian community agencies that can help you solve a variety of problems and successfully meet the challenges you might face during the deployment. One such challenge could be a family emergency, in which I can assist families in contacting the Command for a variety of reasons.  I look forward to sharing knowledge with you. Feel free to contact me via email or phone if you need assistance.  I am a point of contact for all family members connected to the command - including spouses, parents, and extended family members.  Please remember that I cannot perform miracles.  I am a spouse just like some of you, happily volunteering my time for the benefit of everyone in the PREBLE family.

Although there may be some concerns regarding my relocation during the deployment, rest assured that this in no way will affect my duties as Ombudsman.  The majority of my duties are handled over the phone or computer.  This places me in the large group of families who opt to be closer to family and friends during deployment. My Ombudsman Assistant and Family Support Group (FSG) Coordinator are in the San Diego area to aid me if needed.  Remember, I am just a phone call or click away!

My Ombudsman Assistant, Keziah Sanchez, has done a fantastic job of developing and maintaining our new website.  Information is continually updated, so please check out the Ombudsman and FSG website frequently at http://ddg88-jrombuds.tripod.com.  The address must be entered exactly as previously stated to make sure that you are able to access the website.

Adrienne Robson, FSG Coordinator, has been organizing some great get-togethers, parties, and other activities with the help of other spouses.  The FSG is designed to build the bonds of camaraderie and help improve the flow of communication between the command and our families.  I encourage you to empower yourself with knowledge and support your FSG by attending monthly meetings and events.  The website will include details on events, meetings and much, much more!

Do you want to receive invaluable information and updates?  Become a part of my email tree by sending your request to ombudsman@preble.navy.mil.

Please keep yourself busy during the deployment, as this aids in making the time go by faster.  Have a safe summer and keep in touch.

Sincerely,

Stacy Besserud

USS PREBLE Ombudsman

Cell Phone: 858-449-6534 

Care Line: 1-866-PREBLE8 

From the Ombudsman Assistant

Hello Friends and Family of USS PREBLE,

My name is Keziah Sanchez, and as of April 2004, I was appointed to the position of Ombudsman Assistant for USS PREBLE. As many of you know, our Ombudsman, Stacy Besserud, will be leaving the San Diego area during our ship's maiden deployment. This is the primary reason why my position was created. I was brought in to assist our Command and Stacy with any task that they request, here in our homeport. Furthermore, I will be a representative of our Command should something occur and Stacy is unable to be present. I also would like to clearly state that in NO WAY, SHAPE, OR FORM does my position infringe on or take on the duties or responsibilities that are outlined for our Ombudsman, Stacy. All questions, concerns, emergencies, and crisis situations should be directed to Stacy alone. Admittedly, at this time I am not as capable as she is to handle such situations; and furthermore, I was appointed to this position with the understanding that I was not to handle such responsibility.

I am confident that this deployment will run smoothly and quickly as long as we keep our lines of communication open! I look forward to doing my very personal best in every task that is requested of me.

Very Respectfully,

Keziah Sanchez

USS PREBLE Ombudsman Assistant

Mailing List 

Other friends and family members can enjoy receiving the newsletter also.  Just send an email with your request including their name and address.  Both U.S. Postal Service mail and email addresses will be accepted.  Also send any address changes or to be taken off the mailing list.  Please contact the USS PREBLE Public Affairs Officer via email at pao@preble.navy.mil.

The Commodore is edited by LTJG Ben Baran.  Feel free to forward any suggestions or comments to him at pao@preble.navy.mil.  Articles and messages to loved ones for printing in next month’s issue will also be accepted!
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